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Dear Parents / Carers,
I hope you are all well. Welcome to our second newsletter of the new
school year. It has been a challenging term so far but I am pleased with
how our school has further developed our offer for our children and
ensured they have received a rounded, experience based education.
Please read on to find out about things that have been happening and to
learn about our future plans.
Visits
The Y4 Children enjoyed their one night residential visit to Boggle Hole, a Youth Hostel literally just off the
beach near Robin Hood’s Bay. The children went rock pooling on the beach and found a variety of creatures.
They also walked to Robin Hood’s Bay and completed a treasure hunt, in addition to having an ice cream each.

Recently Y5 visited Tapton House in Chesterfield. Tapton was the home of George Stephenson - the father of
the railways. His statue can be seen outside Chesterfield railway station. The children have been learning how
he influenced the industrial revolution during the Victorian era. It was a beautiful autumnal day, until the
heavens opened and all were caught in a torrential rain shower! Fortunately, Mrs. Barnett saved the day with
an array of umbrellas! We are so lucky to have a wealth of Victorian local history so close to school.
The Y5 children are studying the Victorians and in particular how the Victorians have influenced traditions still
in use today. Prince Albert, the husband of Queen Victoria initiated the
tradition of having Christmas trees displayed at Christmas. The Y5 children
have involved the whole school in decorating baubles for the Spire
Christmas tree, which is now proudly displayed in the Crooked Spire as part
of the annual Christmas tree festival. All the children in school will visit the
Crooked Spire next week to see our
tree - it looks amazing! Our tree is
themed around protecting the
environment, which the children felt
is a very important message to share
with our local community. The
Christmas tree festival runs for 10
days and is open from 10.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. daily.
A range of children from across the school were selected to attend the
Children’s Book Awards at the Crucible in Sheffield. They enjoyed the
ceremony, followed by meeting the authors and illustrators, buying
books and then getting them signed.

Breakfast Club
We are very happy that breakfast club is up and running once again for the
new school year. Breakfast club provision is continuing to run and is £2.50 per
child per day and begins at 7.45 a.m. Breakfast Club offers child care provision
and offers bagels, fruit drink and a range of cereals for children. Please sign up
on ParentMail if you wish to use this service. We will continue to provide all
children with a bagel in classrooms between 8.30 a.m. and 8.40 a.m.
After School Club Provision
As you may remember we held a consultation with parents regarding after school provision. There was very
little demand for places with as few as 2 places per day in some cases until 6 p.m. This would mean the
potential after school club would need to run at a significant loss, unfortunately, therefore it is not feasible
to offer this service at the current moment in time.
Instead we are focussing on booking after school provision to cover child care provision 3.05 - 4.05 p.m.
daily. Currently, we have Chesterfield FC running an after school club until 4.10 p.m. on Tuesdays, for any of
our children. Sessions are priced at £3.50 per session. Our other clubs this term are already full: Monday Crazy Science, Wednesday - Street Dance, Thursday Robotics Club. We are busy planning provision for January
and will update you in due course.
Sport @ Spire
PE has got off to a fantastic start this year. Some children in
Y4 had the opportunity to participate in FUNfest run by
SHAPE. The children worked on their throwing and catching
skills as well as their reactions. Bikeability level 1 was
brilliant for the Y3s and we received fantastic feedback
from those who ran the course. Everybody was superb at
challenging themselves and listening to instructions. The
whole school participated in an intra school event run by
SHAPE. Working on their reactions, team work and exploring different levels, much fun was had by all.
Finally, well done to the fantastic boys football team who participated in the mini soccer final. They did not
lose a game and showed brilliant sportsmanship. They came second which is truly amazing and there were
smiles on every bodies faces. Looking forward to continuing with going to more events this half term, and
having our very own Santa Dash.

Artsmark Award with Chatsworth House
The whole school has recently completed a two-week art project
supported by the Arts Engagement Officer from Chatsworth House. The
children have studied artists, such as, William Morris, Andy Warhol and
author and illustrator Eric Carle. They have looked at the artists’ styles
and influences and then created their own interpretation of their work.
The children have produced wallpaper, built dens on the school field,
printed their own tapestries and built pyramids from straws! All of the
work will be put forward to gain the children and the school the Discover
Art Award.

Mini Police
We are pleased to be one of three schools across the county taking part in a pilot project - Mini Police
with Derbyshire Police. The scheme is designed to give young children the opportunity to learn about
their safety, their role within their
community and how the police
work to keep them safe.
The children have been presented
with Mini Police hi-vis vests with
the force crest on it, a Mini Police
cap and pocketbook. They will be
visited weekly by their local PCSOs
and partner agencies, such as
Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service,
RNLI, the British Army and Royal Air
Force Air Cadets, who will be
providing classroom input and
external community projects.
Sessions will be on a wide range of
subjects such as water safety,
healthy relationships, online safety
and many other topics. They will be
interactive and tailored to suit each
separate Mini Police group and the
community they live in.
Parents’ Evening

Our Parents’ Consultation Week begins on
Monday 29th November 2021. Obviously we
are continuing to work in different ways as we
are still in the mist of Covid-19, so parents
evenings will look a little different this year.
Teachers will be sending home a progress
sheet about your child, prior to the meetings.
This will be followed up by a 10 minute phone
call with the teacher as an appointment to
suit you, which can be booked on ParentMail.
We have, as usual, tried to be flexible in the
times that class teachers are available in the hope of speaking with as many parents as possible. These
discussions between parents and teachers can greatly help children’s progress.
Christmas Carol Concert

This year we will be holding a virtual Carol Concert, in which all
children will take part, but only the ones with permission will
be videoed (one class at a time) and the concert will be placed
on social media, with links also on our school website and
other social media channels. Please ensure your child’s social
media permissions are up to date.
Christmas Dinner
Christmas dinner this year will take place on Wednesday 15th
December. Further details to follow next week.

Parking

As a school we have worked hard during recent years to build up positive relationships with our parents
and local residents. I have received a number of phone calls recently from local elderly residents, whom
have had their driveways blocked by parents bringing their children to school. Many of these elderly
residents require 24 hour access to their vehicles for medical reasons and I am writing to politely ask that
everyone takes care to not block driveways when parking on both Derby Road and St Augustine's Avenue.
May I also ask parents not to attempt to drive into the school car park as this will be locked, as children
and parents maybe walking across the car park.

Bike Crime Prevention
We hosted a joint event between the police and
Chesterfield Borough Council on Wednesday 20th
October 2021 to help prevent our pupils from
becoming victims of bicycle theft.
It saw dozens of children have their bikes fitted
with a security chain, lights, and reflectors, and
marked with a bike marking kit to allow for their
details to be added to the Bike Register national
database and make it easier for police to return
them to their rightful owner should they ever be
stolen.
Date for your Diary
A reminder that we break up for Christmas on Tuesday 21st December. We are having an INSET day on
Wednesday 22nd and there is an extra day’s holiday for the Queen’s Jubilee this year, which we will take
on Thursday 23rd December. School will re-open for children on Monday 10th January.
Monday 13th December- Christmas Jumpers until the end of term.
Support

If you have any issues you wish to raise, or require any support,
please contact either myself or Gail and Mrs Boulton, who form
the Pastoral Team here at Spire. I am really looking forward to
plans for the rest of term and look forward to sharing some of the
activities with you.
Yours sincerely,
Mr Dave Shaw
Headteacher

