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Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcome to our first newsletter of the new school year. I’m pleased to report it has been a positive start to the
school year throughout the school, with children settling well into their new classes, and producing some excellent pieces of work. It has also been pleasing to see parents involvement in school life
through parents’ mornings and class assembly attendance, we really do value your support. This is the longest newsletter I’ve written and it shows how well our curriculum is
developing and the many opportunities our children have open to them.
Parents’ Mornings
I’d like to thank all the parents, who’ve supported our parents’ mornings this half term.
We will continue to run parents mornings for the rest of the academic year. We believe
this is a good opportunity for parents to see what life is like in the classroom for the children. It has been a pleasure to see parents enthusiastic around school while taking part
in a variety of activities.
Harvest Festival
On Monday 8th October we held our Harvest Festival assembly. We asked our families to donate a tin of food towards our
collection, and we were amazed at your generosity. The food was donated
to the local project 'Gussie's Kitchen', based at St Augustine's Church. If
you have not used the service, it is a food kitchen run by volunteers and
runs every Tuesday from 4pm to 6pm. The cost for meals at Gussie's
Kitchen is £2.50 for adults, 50p for children aged five to 15 and free for the
under-fives.
Mental Health Ambassadors
We are excited to announce that we are now a mental health awareness school. Six of our pupils took part in a training day at Chesterfield’s Proact Stadium to learn about the importance of children and
young people’s mental health. Now that our children have successfully
completed the training to become Anti-Stigma Mental Health Ambassadors their role within school is to spread the word about mental health.
It is very distressing that 1 in 10 young people will experience a mental
health problem and sadly 90% of those young people will experience
stigma and discrimination. Stigma stops people from seeking help; it
stops them living normal lives and may even result in them giving up on
their hopes and dreams.
We are extremely passionate about the Anti-Stigma campaign and we
are working hard to change things for the better. We want young people
who experience any mental health problems to receive support and understanding from those around them. We are aware that attitudes are
formed at a young age, and through this work and the help of our AntiStigma Ambassadors we want to prevent young people developing
negative attitudes towards people with mental health problems. We
want young people to grow up knowing that it’s ok to talk about mental
health and to have the confidence to do so.

Ancient Greek Visitor
Our Year 6 pupils were visited by Wicked Workshops. Our children are currently studying Ancient Greece as part of their project and the afternoon gave
the children an opportunity to extend their knowledge and learning further.
Children were able to interview a Greek solider, wear and handle ancient
Greek war armour and highlight the differences between Athens and Sparta. They also studied many Greek Myths by using their drama skills. From
this, the children have rewritten the myth of Theseus and the Minotaur from
the Minotaur’s perspective.
Ancient Egyptian Day
The Y3 children had a fantastic Ancient Egyptian Day. The whole day consisted of a number of hands on activities to develop
a number of key skills such as; independent work, using ICT, drawing techniques, listening skills and team work. We set up a variety of activities for the
children to have ‘taster sessions’ to learn some facts about Ancient Egypt. The
activities included: Entering a tomb by crawling through a tunnel to reach the
inner chamber, building like an Egyptian, drawing like an Egyptian, making a
cartouche, using IPads and learning about the mummification process.
To complete the day the children were set a challenge to ‘mummify’ one of
their team members in five minutes using toilet roll. This was a great end to
the day which the children enjoyed. To add to the pleasure of the day our parents were invited to their first parent’s morning. It was also wonderful to see
so many children dressed as an Ancient Egyptian for the day.
Triathlon
On Wednesday 26th September, the school took 30 children (from Y4 to Y6) to Allestree Woodlands School
in Derby. The children took part in the Brownlee Foundation Mini-Triathlon Event, the first time anyone at
Spire has taken part (but certainly not the last, we will be back next year). Once we arrived the children were
given t-shirts and swimming caps and had to go to the changing rooms and put their swimming costumes
on, and place the rest of their belongings in a basket, with their trainers and t-shirt on top. The baskets were
placed at the side of the swimming
pool and the event began. The children had to swim 50 metres, then put
on their t-shirt and trainers and run to
the bike stand, where they were given
a bike and had to ride 800m around
the track. After riding the 800m they
then finished the triathlon with a 300m
sprint. It was a pleasure to see the
children push themselves and do the
best they could. It was also lovely to
see how they encouraged each other,
cheering each other over the finish line. Each child who finished received a goody bag, containing a medal,
some fruit and some sweet treats.
Lost Property
At the end of lunch time and break time we are collecting lots of jumpers and coats that the children have
taken off and then forgotten about. If the clothing has a child’s name on then these are returned to the child.
Unfortunately, lots of clothing do not have names on and therefore can’t be returned and is placed in the lost
property box. I know how frustrating it is for parents when children lose items that have been bought for
them. During parents evening week (Week beginning 19th November) all lost property items will be placed
in the school hall, so parents can identify and collect any items their child may have lost. Moving forward,
could we ask parents to please write their children’s names in clothing items.

Lea Green
The Y6 children have had a wonderful experience on
their residential to Lea Green. They stayed at Lea Green
from the 12th-14th September, and for many this was
the first time they had stayed away from home without
their parents / carers. The children completed a treasure
hunt, built dens in the woods, made a fire and ate
marshmallows, went stream walking, supported each
other on a high ’team bar swing’, went go-kart racing
and wall climbing. I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Lea
Green with the children, and would also like to thank all
the staff who gave up their time to support the visit.
Chesterfield FC
We are pleased to now be working with Chesterfield FC, through the Spireites Schools Partnership, We
have been running an after school football session on Tuesday afternoons, and this will continue again after
half term. The after school club includes: - A 1 hour football session delivered at your school once a week. Planned sessions with various themes for each week of the term. - 1 x FA Level 2 qualified coach. - 1 x FA
Level 1 qualified coach. - All equipment for the sessions supplied by CFC Community Trust. The school is
subsidising the cost of this after-school club so that it is free to any children who wish to take part.
Sports Teams
This sporting half term has been action- packed at Spire Junior School! The children have taken part in a
Girls' Mini Soccer qualifier at St Mary's and - having an unbeaten record- are awaiting dates for the next
round of this competition. In the Mixed Soccer competition, we narrowly lost both matches 2-1, but we fielded a new side that coped very well with all that came their way. 30 of our Year 4, 5 and 6 children have also
had training from Chesterfield School Sports Partnership on how to assist our lunchtime staff as sporting
Mini-Leaders and 12 of our Year 5s spent the day at the English Institute of Sport in Sheffield, learning to be
Bronze Ambassadors in 4 separate roles: Sports, Media, Travel and Health. They will help the school (and
me) in our attempts to push the sporting envelope during the next half term. Mr Holland is putting the finishing touches to our new Orienteering Course which will make excellent use of our extensive school grounds
at Spire Juniors; giving children the chance of further outdoor learning opportunities and the acquisition of
many more practical life- skills.
Behaviour
We are very proud of the behaviour of our children at Spire. We have many visitors and they comment positively on the positive atmosphere in school and the excellent behaviour the children show. As a school we
have a positive behaviour policy, and support children in improving their behaviour if needed. However,
there are some instances where children are choosing not to complete the work set by staff. As our behaviour policy states, every choice has a consequence, therefore we would like to make clear that if children
refuse to complete work in class they will be
expected to complete the work during part of
their morning and lunch breaks.
Black History Month
We were very lucky to have two visitors from
Chesterfield ACCA ( African & Caribbean
Community Association) this half term. Lud
Ramsey and Beverly Powell gave a very interesting and informative talk as part of Black
History Month. The focus of the talk was the
Windrush Generation and Lud and Beverly
explained the contribution that has been made
by people, who came to Britain, after the Second World War. The children asked lots of
questions and they were also able to handle
medals and even an MBE, that Beverly received from the Queen. We thank them for
giving up their time and sharing their experiences with the children.

Attendance Award
It was a pleasure at the weekend to see our Attendance
Raffle winners from the summer Millie and Jack (Along with
Mr Page who won the staff attendance raffle) take their winning flight. We’re pleased to announce we have once again
booked the flight for next year, for the winners of the attendance raffle.

Spire Junior School App
We are pleased to announce we will be releasing the Spire Junior App in the coming weeks. The app will
enable parents to receive letters online (no more cases of children losing them!), sign permission slips
electronically, pay for school meals and trips (you can even top up your account to save for trips in the
future), sign up for parents evening times and finally receive notifications to keep you up to date with
school events and information about your child. More details will be sent after half term.
Halloween Disco
Friends of Spire have organised a Halloween disco on Thurday 25th October. Tickets are priced at £3 and include food
and refreshments. In order to support the disco and the logistics of things we are holding a Halloween non-uniform day on
Thursday where children can wear their costumes ready for
the disco (free) or for 50p for those not attending the disco.
Y3 and Y4 children will be escorted to the disco by school
staff straight after school and parents can pick the children
up from the hall entrance at 4.50pm. Y5 and Y6 children
should return to school at 5pm for their disco, which will finish
at 6.30pm.

Chesterfield in Bloom

Haslam and his team.

Mr Haslam entered the school allotment into the Chesterfield in
Bloom Awards. We received a visit from the judges who visited the
allotment and spoke to some of the children who help Mr Haslam
on the allotment. We have grown a range of produce including tomatoes, potatoes, peppers, strawberries, apples, peas, runnerbeans, beetroot, cauliflower and broccoli. We’re pleased to announce that last week we received confirmation we were overall
winners in the ‘Vibrant Vegetables’ category. Congratulations to Mr

Half Term
A reminder that we break up for half term on Friday ( 26th October). Half term is one week and school will
reopen on Monday 5th November. I hope you all have an enjoyable break.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Yours Sincerely,
Mr D Shaw
Headteacher

