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Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcome to our first newsletter of the new school year. I am pleased to report it has been a positive start to
the academic year throughout the school, with children settling well into their new classes, and producing
some excellent pieces of work. We have obviously had to change the way we do many things due to the
current situation with coronavirus, but I feel now we have our children back we have a sense of normality and
routine - I hope your children feel the same.

Thank you
I would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to you all for
your support during our return to school for the
new academic year. The children look so smart in
their new uniforms, you have all been fantastic in
adhering to our new social distancing measures of
the one way system around school, the staggered
opening times and the no entry to the inside of the
school building. Your co-operation and kind
comments have made the situation so much easier
to manage.

ParentMail
It is important, particularly during these uncertain times, that we
can quickly contact parents with key information and provide
timely reminders. The school set up our ParentMail system last
year and this worked incredibly well. Parents can receive emails
and notifications via the mobile app, in addition to using the app
to pay for school lunches and school visits. All new starters have
now been sent (via email) invitations to set up an account linked
to our school. Please check your email and ‘junk email’ folders to
locate the invitation and sign up.

PE

We are trying to reduce the number of items your child brings to school
and the frequency with which children are changing their clothing. On the
days your child has P.E., please send them dressed in their P.E. kit. There
will be an increased amount of outdoor P.E. so their clothing needs to be
suitable for the weather e.g. a tracksuit. On P.E. days, your child should
arrive at school wearing their kit, including suitable shoes for sport e.g.
trainers. Please no football shirts and jeans as they are not classed as
appropriate clothing.
PE Days:
Monday: Both Year 6 Classes
Tuesday: Both Year 4 Classes, plus Mrs Barnett’s Year 5 Class and Mrs Carter’s Year 3 Class
Wednesday: Both Year 6 Classes
Thursday: Both Year 5 Classes and Miss Topham’s Year 3 Class
Friday: Both Year 3 Classes and both Year 4 Classes

Breakfast Club
We are very aware that some working parents really need access
to a Breakfast Club. The guidance from the government was to
‘respond flexibly and build up this provision over time’. I am
currently corresponding with other schools in devising a model to
move this situation forward. There will also be a ParentMail
questionnaire sent out later this week to assess the need for any provision we can provide. Early thinking is
that some breakfast provision will be available for those in most need, with the children still being kept
away from the children in other bubbles. With eight different bubbles in school, this is a logistical challenge
and I ask that you are patient while we consider putting plans in place. The school does not have a
requirement to offer any breakfast club provision, but if it is able to do so, it will be to support our families.
We are also beginning to run some after school clubs. These will be offered to only one year group at a time
and bubbles will also be kept separate.
Fantasy Premier League
We would like to throw down the gauntlet and offer a bit of a challenge to children and their parents. As a
school staff we always run a fantasy football league (Mr Bramley is the current champion!). Once again, we
have set up a Spire league. This is a great opportunity for parents and children who like football to spend
some time together setting up their joint
teams. Please sign up at:
https://fantasy.premierleague.com/ and
pick your team. To join our league, select
the ‘join league tab’ once your team has
been selected and our league code is:
u2cyb2
Could you be our new champion?

Parking

As a school we have worked hard during recent years to build up positive relationships with our parents
and local residents. I have received a number of phone calls recently from local elderly residents, whom
have had their driveways blocked by parents bringing their children to school. Many of these elderly
residents require 24 hour access to their vehicles for medical reasons, so I politely ask everyone to take
care not to block driveways when parking on both Derby Road and St Augustine's Avenue. May I also ask
parents not to attempt to drive into the school car park as this will now be locked, as the one way system
requires children and parents to walk across the school car park.

Behaviour
We are very proud of the behaviour of our children at Spire. We have many visitors and they comment
positively on the positive atmosphere in school and the excellent behaviour the children show. As a
school we have a positive behaviour policy, and support children in improving their behaviour if needed.
However, there are some instances where children are choosing not to complete the work set by staff. As
our behaviour policy states, every choice has a consequence, therefore we would like to make clear that
if children refuse to complete work in class they will be expected to complete the work during part of
their morning and lunch breaks.

Half Term - Date for your Diary
A reminder that we break up for half term on Friday 23rd October. Half term is for one week and school
will reopen on Monday 2nd November.

As I have already stated ...Thank you for your continuing support, it means so much to all the staff. If you
have any issues you wish to raise, please contact either myself or Gail and Mrs Boulton, who form the
Pastoral Team here at Spire. We are looking forward to working with your children for the academic year
ahead.
Stay Safe.
Yours sincerely,
Mr Dave Shaw

